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SCHOLARSHIP RULES FOR COLORADO

GEAR UP SCHOLARS

2005 – 2010
COHORTS ELIGIBLE

Seniors graduating 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 who have participated in the Colorado GEAR UP program at the following Colorado High Schools:  Aurora Central, East (Denver), Centauri, Delta, Dolores, Ft Lupton, George Washington (Denver) Lamar, Manuel (Denver), Pueblo East, Thomas Jefferson (Denver)
INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE
· Colorado Need-based index for Level 1: Pell-eligible x 150%  
(Where possible, the GEAR UP scholarship should reflect the rules for Colorado need-based aid).

· Requirements: Colorado residency, U.S. citizenship or permanent resident status, 150% Pell eligibility per FAFSA & SAR (Student Aid Report).  Students must complete the FAFSA to be eligible.

· Full-time, degree- or certificate-seeking students maintaining satisfactory academic standing.  Students may attend part-time for up to one semester of study, per the professional judgment of the institution.  
· Students pursuing an associates degree or two-year equivalent (vocational) must complete within six semesters.

· Scholarship will be awarded as a percentage, based on full-time status as 100%.  If a student loses the scholarship for a semester for not maintaining satisfactory academic standing, the student may be re-admitted once status is re-gained.

· Standards of Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress must be met if students are to receive the GEARUP scholarship. A policy must be established and implemented at each institution. Standards shall include at least the following: 

·  the cumulative grade point (or academic status) which must be maintained to continue to be eligible for state-funded student assistance and/or the grade point (or academic status if grade point is not calculated for the program) which must be achieved each term; 
ELIGIBLE COLLEGES
· All Colorado Public 4-year and 2-year degree-granting institutions

· COF-eligible Colorado Private Institutions, per COF rules 

· Scholarships are transferable between eligible institutions.

· Note: Students wishing to attend certificate courses at Colorado’s Voc-Tech Colleges
 may be considered.
LEVEL OF SCHOLARSHIPS

· Scholarship funds to be awarded as part of colleges’ financial aid packages
 towards tuition, fees, room and board.  The scholarship is only refundable to the student in the case where a student’s Pell-eligibility covers tuition and fees (and other costs paid directly to the college).

· $1,250 (Partial) and $2,500 (Full) yearly award 

· Sliding scale based both on participation in GEAR UP (100% = 6 yrs ). Some GEAR UP coordinator discretion.  College will make award based on recommendation provided by GEAR UP.

· 4 years (8 semesters) out of 6 years following graduation (allows for stop out) – same rules as for COF and State Financial Aid.  

· Scholarship may be used for remediation.
· A student’s award may be carried over for future use if not used in full during a semester, based upon the recommendation of the institution to GEAR UP.

· For ineligible students, donations of computers etc. may be considered in deserving cases and coordinated through GEAR UP office
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD PROCEDURE

· GEAR UP Scholarships will be awarded by CCHE and managed through the GEAR UP and Financial Aid Offices. Budget Manager Celina Duran will supervise the application, approval & distribution process.

· Students fill out scholarship applications with coordinators in workshops.

· GEAR UP will provide list of scholarship recommendations to every eligible college to which a GEAR UP student has applied
· If a student is determined ineligible by a college for any reason (Pell-eligibility x 150%, resident status, etc.), the college must notify GEAR UP of the student and the reason for the ineligibility upon determination.
· If a student claims to be the recipient of a GEAR UP scholarship, but the college has no record of the student from GEAR UP, the college should contact GEAR UP to verify eligibility.
Terminations of Awards:

· Colorado GEAR UP reserves the right to revoke the scholarship at any time in the event that any of the above policies are breeched at any time.
�  T.H.Pickens Technical College (Aurora), San Juan, Basin Technical College, Emily Griffith Opportunity School, Delta-Montrose Area Vocational-Technical College.


� GEAR UP office notifies Financial Aid offices of maximum allowable, which Financial Aid offices then include/adjust for total financial aid package.





